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Roger Albert Rowell was born on May 20, 1915 in Minesing, a small village
near Barrie, Ontario. His parents, James Henry “Harry” Rowell (1885-
1964), a widower and farmer in Vespra Township, and Pearl Priest Rowell
(1895-1978) were married in Barrie on November 12, 1913. He had two
brothers Eric and Keith and three sisters Florence, Beatrice and Agnes.
The family attended the United Church of Canada.

He moved south to Toronto, Ontario. After attending high school for two
years, Roger Rowell worked as a truck driver and mechanic for King
Paving Company from 1934 to 1937.

He worked as a salesman for G.S. Hubbard Soap
Company from 1937 to 1941.

He enlisted in the Canadian army on January 24, 1942 in Toronto,
Ontario. His personnel report stated that he signed up for the army
because “"most of his friends joined up.” He was single.



His basic training was
completed in Toronto. His
medical records showed that he
stood five foot eight inches and
weighed 147 pounds. He had
hazel eyes and brown hair. He
enjoyed skating; fishing in both
fly and bait forms and playing
right field in baseball.

Private Rowell served as a storeman in the Royal Canadian Ordnance
Corps attached to the 2" Ordnance Field Park unit. He was sent overseas
and disembarked on May 3, 1942 in the United Kingdom. He was posted
in Northwest Europe serving from April 17 to October 11 of 1945 in the
Netherlands and Germany. After the war ended, he was assigned to the
15t Canadian Ordnance Demobilization Depot in his trade of storeman.

In the early hours of October 11, 1945, tragedy
struck when Private Rowell was involved in a road
accident and sustained fatal injuries with burns
and fractures.

He died in hospital later that evening. He was 30
years old.

A military board of inquiry on October 12 determined that Private R.B.
Brunette, along with Private R. A. Rowell, had driven a lorry on an
unauthorized trip that resulted in the tragic accident. Normally, Private
Brunette drove the vehicle in his duty of carrying rations to the military
barracks at Nijmegen from Grave, the Netherlands.

But the two soldiers had gone out for the night to Turnhout, in Belgium,
which was a 99-kilometre drive. After dinner and drinks, they headed back
to their barracks. The accident occurred at 2:10 a.m. near the barracks at
Grave.



“I must have become drowsy because the vehicle left the road and
smashed in a tree on the left hand side of the road,” testified Private
Brunette at the hearing. "I was thrown clear of the lorry and landed in the
field unconscious. When I came to, I saw my truck burning and some
civilians getting Private Rowell free.”
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Testimony was given by W. van Boekel who lived nearby at 22
Bosschebaan in Velp near Grave. He was awakened by the crash at about
2:15 a.m. and he heard “calls for help” as well as he observed the vehicle
on fire. He went to the scene where he pulled Private Rowell "who groaned
terribly” from the burning wreckage. He sent his wife away for blankets
and a neighbour’s son to notify the Grave barracks. Soon a Dutch Red
Cross ambulance arrived at the scene and took the injured men to the
hospital in Nijmegen.
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SS Translation of the Statement given by Mr W Van Boekel.
(See Appx "A" attached for Dutch statement)

"I am W van Boekel, living at 22 Bosschebaan in Velp
nr. Grave. 5
At about 2.15 hrs in the night of Thumiay the 1lth of
October 1945 I heard a crash after which calls for help.
From the window of my bedroom I saw fire at about 100
metres distance. I dressed and went to the spot.
At about 15 metres from a burning truck I saw a soldier
lying on the ground who made it clear there was still
another soldier in the burning truck. I approached the
vehicle andx saw it toppled over on its side against a
tree. Underneath the fender I saw two feet. As far as
the heat permitted I approached the vehicle and suceeded
in getting out the victim, who groaned terribly and from
the words he uttered I only understood "kill", With the
exception of some clothes around his breast the rest had
all been burnt.
It was necessary to remove him further away from the
truck as the heat was increasing. I sent my wife for
some blankets and a pillow and a son of my neighbours
went to the Grave Barracks, together with a driver of a

= truck who had parked his vehicle in the neighbourhood to
stay there overnight, to fetch an M.O.
In the meantime a Dutch Red Cross vehicle arrived which
took up the victimx and his comrade, to go to & hospital
in Nijmegen.
Before leaving however medical assistance had arrived
who examined the victims.

The time between removing the wictim from the truck and
the arrival of the Dutch Red Cross was about 15 minutes.

It took about half an hour until medical assistance
arrived from the Grave Barracks."

Velp, 13 October 1945.

(sgd) W van Boekel.



The board of inquiry decided that Private Brunette, who recovered from

serious injuries in hospital, was guilty of improper conduct and sentenced
to six months of detention.

Private Rowell was buried in the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery,
grave references XV. H. 16.

His headstone bears a cross image without an inscription.

Private Roger Rowell was awarded the France-Germany Star, the Defence

Medal, the War Medal, and the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with
Clasp.
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Family headstone pays tribute to their son Roger
Rowell

His name is listed
on the cenotaph in
Vespra near Barrie,
Ontario.




