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Peter Chorney was born January 25, 1919, in Star, near Edmonton, the 
capital of Alberta. He grew up on the family farm with his parents and 

nine other siblings. His parents were Nicholas Chorney and Julia Pasemko 
who had immigrated to Canada in 1903 from the Ukraine, according to his 

military personnel report.  
 

Peter was the sixth of 10 children. His three sisters were Emilie 

(Kazlauskas), Mary (Wilson) and Jusia (Parcawij). Peter’s six brothers 
were Anton, Fred, Joe, John, Paul and Steven. Two brothers, Anton and 

John, served in the Canadian army. Anton was a tank trooper fighting 
overseas. 
 

He completed Grade 8 in an Alberta rural school at the age of 16.  He 
spoke two languages: English and Ukrainian. Peter was a member of the 

Greek Catholic Church.  
 

Peter was interested in sports and mechanics. He played many different 
types of sports including baseball, hockey, and skating. However, at age 

13, he broke a broken leg which never set properly. This injury restricted 
him from playing these sports.  
 

Prior to entering the army, Peter worked on his parents’ farm but he also 
hired out as a farmhand for others. He learned how to work with horses 

and to operate tractors. For three months, he also worked in a garage as 
a helper. In his personnel assessment, Peter said his passion was to 

become a mechanic, and he was hoping to become one after the war. 
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On January 9, 1943, he enlisted with the Canadian Armoured Corps in 

Calgary, Alberta. According to his military documents, he had blue eyes 
and brown hair. He stood five feet four inches tall, and weighed 133 

pounds. Peter was also described as having a “willing attitude” and a 

“pleasant manner.” He had a sturdy physique due to working as a farmer. 
The personnel assessment report stated that Trooper Chorney was “no 

doubt, very reliable.” 
 

After getting basic training in Calgary, Peter was sent to Camrose, Alberta 

for a few months until he was transferred to Camp Borden in Ontario on 
April 1. He received basic gunnery training in the military and became a 

qualified driver (Class III).  
 

On August 27, 1943, he was sent overseas to the United Kingdom. He 

stayed in the United Kingdom for many months to make preparations until 
he embarked once again on February 18, 1944, and landed in Italy the 

next day. He fought in Italy for exactly one year, during which he took 
part in the Italian Campaign.  
 

On February 18, 1945, Trooper Chorney’s regiment was transferred to 
France, where he landed two days later on February 20. The regiment 

made its way north to the Netherlands, and fought in the Battle of 

Otterlo.  
 

According to the war diary for the Lord Strathcona’s Horse regiment, he 

was dangerously wounded in action by Schmeiser machine gun fire during 
an unsuccessful outflanking attempt. Unfortunately he died from the 

wounds on the next day, April 17, 1945, at the age of 26. 
 

Operation Dutch Cleanser was the codename for the 5th Canadian Tank 

Division as it advanced rapidly through Otterlo, Barneveld and Putten. The 
Canadian and British tanks had set up a headquarters in Otterlo.  

 
But on the night of April 16 and into April 17, a formation of German 

troops, estimated at 1,000 men, launched a ferocious attack on the 
headquarters. In this fierce battle, the Lord Strathcona's Horse Regiment 

had losses of 14 killed or missing and 28 wounded or died of wounds.  
 

Trooper Peter Chorney earned six medals for serving in the military, He 

also received a Good Conduct Badge on January 9, 1945. 
  

- 1939-45 Star 

- Italy Star 
- France-Germany Star 

- War Medal 
- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 
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He was temporarily buried with religious rites in Otterlo, about 19 

kilometres north of Arnhem, Netherlands.  
 

After the war ended, his remains were moved to the Groesbeek Canadian 

War Cemetery. The grave references are XIV. H. 1. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story written by Adam Dapoz & Alissa Dias-Buckley, students from All 
Saints High School, Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of 

Vanessa Kirtz, teacher at All Saints High School.  
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Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 
 

Sources: 

 Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

 Ancestry 
 Find a Grave 

 Details on battle of Otterlo https://www.visit-ede.com/military-
tourism/ede-war-memories/april-1945-difficult-liberation-of-otterlo 

 Roland Vogelaar, Dutch researcher, provided additional research 
with War Diary for April 17, 1945 

 

 

Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Peter’s Regiment) War Diary for April 16, 1945 

(Peter Chorney is mentioned at 2000) 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/2662921/PETER%20CHORNEY/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2662921?Peter%20Chorney
https://search.ancestry.ca/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9145&h=50343&tid=&pid=&queryId=043c31f3c52d4ea82992cb1bf8fa78e0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=Gqb8&_phstart=successSource
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/12903296/peter-chorney
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A note left on Peter Chorney’s grave at Groesbeek. 

 

 

 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please 

contact info@facestograves.nl 

 

mailto:info@facestograves.nl

