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Trooper 

14th Canadian Hussars 
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L 53542 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence Charbonneau was born on October 7, 1921, in Battleford, 

Saskatchewan, Canada. He was the son of Joseph Telesphore (Teles) 

Charbonneau and Elize Gagnon. Father was born in Battleford in 1886, he 

worked in a Mental Hospital and became 95 years old. Mother was from 

the United States and she died at the age of 41. The family was Roman 

Catholic and they had a total of fourteen children, three of whom died 

young: Alfred, Cena and Wilfred. The other eleven in order from oldest to 

youngest: Alcide, Josephine, Victoria, Eugène, Bernadette, Lawrence, 

Victor, Emile Paul, Beatrice, Henry and Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Charbonneau 
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Eugene’s 
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Lawrence spoke English and French and left school when he was 16, 

trained as a carpenter and worked as a farmhand for R. Caplette in 

Battleford for six years. After his military service he did not want to return 

there, but wanted to become a mechanic. He was also at the Canadian 

Army Rehabilitation Training Center 121 Militia for thirty days, this was a 

group of civilians that took on (para) military tasks. 

 

(North) Battleford is a town in the western province of Saskatchewan, in 

southern Canada.  

 

When Lawrence volunteered for service, he was 6 ft.10 tall and weighed 

146 lb. He had hazel eyes and brown hair, he was well developed 

according to his medical report of February 19, 1941. 

 

He was 19 years old when he reported as a Private for service at 

Saskatoon, 12A District Depot in February 1941. Lawrence was assigned 

to the 8th Reconnaissance Battalion and went to No. 40 Canadian Army 

Rehabilitation Training Center at Farnham. From there he went to St. 

Hyacinthe in Quebec in May, to continue his education. Then he was being 

prepared for departure overseas to Europe. In August 1941 he left for 

Jeanne Mance Camp, Fletcher's Field in Montreal and in October of that 

year as a Trooper to Camp Borden for command and attack training for all 

targets at the Canadian Armored Corps Training Center. Lawrence had 

two weeks' leave in October and continued his training in Borden until 28 

February 1942, then they left for Halifax and on 1 March embarked for 

Scotland, where they arrived on 10 March. Lawrence was then at the No. 

3rd Reinforcement Unit of the Canadian Armored Corps Active Force.  

From May 20, he had another week of leave and participated in the 

Canadian Reinforcement Unit Course until June 6, 1942. After that, the 

Water Course followed with the Canadian General Reinforcement Unit and 

in August again with the 8th Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment. In 

November 1942 and also in February 1943 Lawrence had another week of 

leave. On May 11 he ended up at the 10th Field Ambulance and on May 19 

at the Special Hospital, First Medical Unit (after First Aid) Casual Cleaning 

Station, where soldiers were treated who had been wounded at the front. 

Unfortunately, it is not known why Lawrence had been there, but he was 

in the 1st General Hospital from July 5 to July 28.  

On August 25, Lawrence was admitted again, this time in the 17th General 

Hospital, until September 10, 1943.  

 

On September 30, he rejoined the 8th Reconnaissance Regiment (14th 

Canadian Hussars).  
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This regiment was the reconnaissance unit of 

the Canadian army during the advance from 

Italy to the Netherlands. The 8th 

Reconnaissance Regiment (14th Canadian 

Hussars) received its training and coastal defense duties in the south of 

England in the first three years of the war. It was not until July 6, 1944 

(one month after D-Day) that the troops landed at Gold Beach in 

Normandy, France, and then began their task as infantrymen for the first 

time. The first three deaths were mourned on 13 July. 

They pushed back the German troops from Northern France towards 

Belgium and the Netherlands and they were then used for their actual 

task: as a reconnaissance unit during the advance of the 1st Canadian 

Army. They were often far ahead of their troops and were involved in the 

liberation of important ports such as Dieppe, on 1 September 1944, and 

Antwerp, the Battle of the Scheldt, the liberation of towns and villages in 

the Netherlands and the invasion of Germany. In the meantime, fierce 

fighting had taken place and many people had been killed and injured on 

both sides. 

 

Extract from a diary of the 8th Reconnaissance Regiment: 

- 1 July 1944 in Goodnestone (UK) we start clearing and cleaning the 
barracks 

- 2 July: departure of the crew in their vehicles to the marshalling 
yard of the ship's cargo and the vehicles were made watertight for 

the crossing 
- 4 July: from London Docks to the ship 

- 5 July: in the evening with a tugboat out of the harbour 
- 6 July: via the Thames with calm waters across the Channel 

- 7 July: just before midnight the ship arrives in Caen in France 

- 8 July: landing with LST (Landing Ship Tank) around 6:00 PM, 
where the vehicles were made roadworthy again and driven to the 

harbor 
- 13 July: the first encounters with the enemy, several bombs thrown 

and the first fatalities 
- 15 July: under shellfire and no communication possible, only via the 

wireless communication of the Scoutcars 
- 9 August: preparations for the classic Recce task 

- 31 August: already penetrated far towards Dieppe 
 

On October 1, 1943, Lawrence was awarded the Canadian Volunteer 

Service Medal with Clasp. He also followed the Driver Mechanic For Truck 

and Wheel courses and the Waterproofing Course For All Purposes and the 

1st Special Drivers School. 



4 
 

Yet over the years, Lawrence regularly struggled with the strict rules as a 

soldier, he received multiple penalties for, among other things, being 

absent without permission, having destroyed an important paper in a 

drunken stupor, not making his bed correctly and talking during a parade. 

As a result he received no wages for a few days and had to stay in the 

barracks. 

In September 1944 Lawrence was a Lance-Corporal, but from October 3 a 

Trooper again. 

It was not clear what Lawrence did during the period from October 1944 

to January 1945, the day he died at the age of 23. He had been overseas 

for almost three years when he was killed in combat with the enemy on 

January 29, 1945 near Nijmegen.  

First, Lawrence was buried in the military cemetery in Jonkerbosch, 

Nijmegen on January 30, and on August 1, 1945 reburied in the 

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, grave reference I. E. 15.  

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

    

Photo: Liesbeth Huisman 

 

Brother Eugène also volunteered for service, but he was declared unfit 

after three months. Younger brother Victor also enlisted in 1941, because 

he wanted to see brother Lawrence and quite coincidentally they met in a 

cabin somewhere and could spend 48 hours together. Victor went home 

again in 1946. 
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The Memorial Cross was sent to Lawrence's mother after the war, but she 

had already died by then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence received the following awards: 

- 1939-1945 Star 

- France & Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 1939-1945 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story: Liesbeth Huisman-Arts, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

 

*Note: If you have any information about this soldier, please contact us: 

info@facestograves.nl 
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Sources: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

https://www.fnl.nl/de-weg-naar-de-bevrijding-in-13-verhalen.html 

War Diaries Canada WW2  

https://www.project44.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fnl.nl/de-weg-naar-de-bevrijding-in-13-verhalen.html
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Photo: Canadian Army Show Juno Beach/ Road to liberation 
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Photo: remembrance bench WW2 in Battleford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


