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M/1534 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Gustave (“Gus”) Joesph Caron was 

born 1 December 1924 at Falher near 

Peace River in northwestern Alberta.  

His French Canadian parents Joseph 

Patrick Caron and Marie Cleophee 

Lattereur married at Percé Gaspé, 

Quebec in 1914.  They had their first 

four out of an eventual twelve 

children while living there: Alphonse, 

Aline, Aime and Simonne.   

Percé Gaspé, Quebec 

 

The Roman Catholic Caron family then 

moved to Melaval, Saskatchewan for a 

short time where Alexandre was born 

and Joseph worked as a carpenter.  

Joesph applied for and received a 

quarter section (160 acres) land grant 

to homestead near Falher, Alberta in 

1920.  The rest of their offspring 

became native Albertans: Yvon, Jean, 

Gus, Gilbert, Elise, Edouard and Paul. 
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The Caron children learned to 

speak both English and French.  

As a boy Gus liked playing 

baseball and hockey, then going 

to dances and movies when he 

was older.  He attended three 

years of High School, completing 

grade 11 before quitting to work full time age eighteen.  Gus spent a month 

with his father as a carpenter’s apprentice before taking a job as a clerk at 

the Giroux Brothers General Store in nearby McLennan.  Gus also drove a 

light delivery truck as part of his duties and was interested in learning about 

accounting.  Despite no evidence of any of Gus’s older brothers serving, he 

decided to join the Army age nineteen. 

Gus attested 17 April 1944 at Calgary, Alberta.  He was a slight man at 5’3” 

tall, 114 lbs with blue eyes.  The recruiting officer wrote of Gus: “Young, 

intelligent, better than average education, small and lightly built. Pleasant 

personality, appears to be a reliable type of person. Suitable for trades or 

specialized training.”  Gus was sent to Cornwall, Ontario for basic training. 
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Gus’s training report of 30 June 1944 stated: “This man is a good worker, 

knows his work and is well liked by the men in the platoon. He is very 

energetic and should make a good soldier”.  Gus was then interviewed for 

his suitability as a potential driver operator, but rather than send him to 

Camp Borden for advanced instruction it was decided that he could complete 

his training overseas.  

Gus passed through the Windsor, Nova Scotia transit camp and disembarked 

in the U.K. 27 July 1944 where he was assigned to the Canadian Artillery 

Reinforcement Unit.  Due to high casualties during the invasion of 

Normandy, he was transferred to Infantry 31 August 1944.  Following a six 

week training period in the U.K. Gus was landed in Belgium and taken on 

strength as a replacement soldier 20 October 1944 by the South 

Saskatchewan Regiment (SSR) at Hoogerheide, Netherlands.  

The SSR fell under 2nd Canadian Infantry Division and had participated in the 

disastrous Dieppe raid in 1942.  They landed in France 8 July 1944 as part of 

6th Brigade, which included the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of 

Canada and Les Fusiliers Mont Royal battalions.  After helping the Allies force 

the Germans to retreat from Normandy, the SSR worked to clear Channel 

ports, including liberating Dieppe.   

The Allies had gained control of the port of Antwerp, Belgium but could not 

ship vital supplies there until neutralizing German artillery fortifications on 

the Walcheren Peninsula that had been impervious to air attack.  It fell 

largely to the Canadians to clear them out in the Battle for the Scheldt.   
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On 26 October 1944 the SSR and 2nd 

Division brigades advanced on the 

heavily mined Zuid-Beveland Peninsula.  

The SSR were the first to cross the 

canal at Vlake, creating a bridgehead 

and repulsing German counterattacks 

on 28 October.  Gus survived his first 

taste of battle at Beveland. 

              Canal at Zuid-Beveland, Netherlands

 

     

2nd Canadian Division was moved into static 

operations around Nijmegen, Netherlands 8 

November 1944.  Most of the activity in the 

area consisted of patrolling and sniping, with 

the SSR stationed at Mook.   

SSR soldier on patrol duty 

The SSR settled into a routine of daily patrols, 

to be back at their base each night by 23:30 

hours before the nightly enemy barrage.  In 

their War Diary entry for November 19/20, 

1944, the SSR diarist reported: “Patrolling in 

the area will be much more difficult by reason of denseness of the trees and 

the danger of mines which the Germans have scattered profusely”. 
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Gus Caron received a gunshot wound to his 

chest 20 November 1944 and was admitted to 

11 Canadian Field Ambulance but died that 

day, age 19. 

                                   Calgary Albertan, December 1944 

 

Private Gustave Joseph Caron was temporarily buried at Jonkers Bosch 

Cemetery in Nijmegen, Netherlands and later relocated to nearby Groesbeek 

Canadian War Cemetery, grave reference III. E. 5. 

  

 

 

The inscription on his headstone: 

AU REVOIR, 

MON ENFANT BIEN-AIME. 

AU CIEL NOUS NOUS REVERRONS. 

MAMAN 

 

(GOODBYE, MY BELOVED CHILD. IN 

HEAVEN WE WILL MEET AGAIN. MOM) 

 

 

 

    

Photo courtesy Alice van Bekkum 

 

Gus Caron’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-45 Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp 
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    Posted on Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada  

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Ancestry public trees 

Newspapers.com 

Percé Gaspé, Quebec picture https://www.communitystories.ca/v2/tour-de-la-

gaspesie-90ans-decouverte_90years-discovery/story/the-perce-rock/ 

Melaval, Saskatchewan picture https://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/a-melaval-

mini-mystery 

Falher, Alberta picture http://www.prairie-towns.com/falher-images.html 

https://www.communitystories.ca/v2/tour-de-la-gaspesie-90ans-decouverte_90years-discovery/story/the-perce-rock/
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http://www.prairie-towns.com/falher-images.html
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Cornwall, Ontario Basic Training Centre June 1944 picture 

https://cornwallcommunitymuseum.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/artifact-of-the-

week-cornwall-army-basic-training-centre-no-31-flag-pole-crown/ 

South Saskatchewan Regiment cap badge, war diary, images and information 

http://www.saskatchewanmilitarymuseum.ca/SSR/ 

Buchanan, G.B. (1957). The March of the Prairie Men. Digital version: 

http://www.saskatchewanmilitarymuseum.ca/SSR/history/mpm.html 

Northern Front Map October/November 1944 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Canadian_Division_during_World_War_II 

Zuid-Beveland Canal map https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canal_through_Zuid-

Beveland 

 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl 

 

 

 

https://cornwallcommunitymuseum.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/artifact-of-the-week-cornwall-army-basic-training-centre-no-31-flag-pole-crown/
https://cornwallcommunitymuseum.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/artifact-of-the-week-cornwall-army-basic-training-centre-no-31-flag-pole-crown/
http://www.saskatchewanmilitarymuseum.ca/SSR/
http://www.saskatchewanmilitarymuseum.ca/SSR/history/mpm.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Canadian_Division_during_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canal_through_Zuid-Beveland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canal_through_Zuid-Beveland
mailto:info@facestograves.nl


8 
 

Kayla Budd left a letter at Gus Caron’s Groesbeek gravesite when visiting on 

Remembrance Day, November 11, 2015.  


