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Conrad Verdun Cameron was born on December 10, 1917 in Toronto, 

Ontario. Before he was born, his parents Alfred Crawford Cameron (also 

known as Frederick Matthew Haines) and Mary Mildred Maude Thomas were 

married in November of 1916 in Montreal, Quebec.  

 

According to his military files, Conrad grew up in Bothwell, Ontario and then 

moved to Windsor around the age of 12.  He lived with his uncle Fred 

Newman while he resided in this city in southwestern Ontario. 

 

Conrad belonged to the Presbyterian faith. Conrad was in public school for 

eight years; he left school when he was 15. He then worked as a labourer on 



the automotive assembly line for Ford Motor Company in Windsor for two 

and a half years.  

 

Conrad married Ruth Marie Marentette on November 20, 1937 in Windsor 

and they had one child Raymond Joseph Cameron. After their 1942 divorce, 

he then married Alice Marie Chartier in Windsor May 15, 1943.  They had 

two children: Henrietta Marie and Conrad Vern. This son Conrad died at the 

age of eight in 1951.  

 

On March 9, 1943, Private Conrad Verdun Cameron enlisted with the 

Canadian Army, and he was allocated to the Royal Canadian Artillery for 

extensive training. After basic training in Chatham, Ontario, he then went to 

Halifax and Bedford in Nova Scotia where he qualified as a Light Anti-Aircraft 

Gunner with the Light Anti-Aircraft Gunnery School. 

 

According to his military documents, Gunner Cameron was described as 

having grey eyes, a medium complexion and black-brown hair. He stood five 

foot 11 inches and weighed 172 pounds. 

 

Gunner Cameron left Canada on August 27, 1943, and arrived in the United 

Kingdom on September 1, 1943. He was admitted to a British isolation 

hospital on April 13, 1944, and was discharged on April 23.  

 

Private Cameron was shipped overseas from the United Kingdom and arrived 

on October 15, 1944. He was transferred from the Royal Canadian Artillery 



to the Infantry Corps, transported to France through as a replacement 

soldier, and posted to The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (RHLI).  

 

The RHLI first saw action in World War Two on 19 August 1942 at the 

disastrous raid at Dieppe, France.  The Regiment later landed in France on 5 

July 1944 almost one month after the infamous D-Day landings in 

Normandy.  The RHLI fought through France and Belgium, distinguishing 

themselves at the battles of Falaise, The Scheldt, and Woensdrecht amongst 

others.  They were in the process of liberating the southwest of The 

Netherlands when Private Cameron jointed the Regiment.  Shortly 

thereafter, he was promoted to Lance-Corporal on November 15, 1944, and 

then acting Corporal on January 1, 1945.  

 

In the spring of 1945 on the days leading up to his death, the Second 

Canadian Division was planning to capture Xanten, Germany. On Thursday, 

March 8, 1945 at 0530 hours a very effective preparatory artillery barrage 

was fired onto the German lines surrounding the city by the Canadian 

Artillery. After fifteen minutes of intense fire, the RHLI began its attack at 

0545 hours. Due to very low visibility, they were forced to use only a 

compass for navigation as they made their way through heavy machine gun 

fire from the Germans. At approximately 0930 hours the Canadians gained 

their objective, but realized there were only 28 soldiers left to consolidate 

and hold their position. Among the casualties was Corporal Cameron. But 

thanks to the sacrifice of him and men like him, the Second Canadian 

Division was able to capture Xanten at about 2300 hours that day.  

 

Corporal Conrad Verdun Cameron died in action near Xanten, Germany at 

the age of only 27 years old. After his death he was buried with religious 



rites by Captain H.H. Johnson at a temporary burial site near where he died, 

in Xanten.   

 

 

His wife received the sad message by telegram 

 

Corporal Cameron had received the: 

- 1939-45 Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 

 

These awards were then sent to his family after his death. 



 

Corporal Conrad Verdun Cameron is buried at Groesbeek Canadian War 

Cemetery, grave reference VI. E. 13.  

 

His gravestone is inscribed with the following message: 

 

BEAUTIFULL MEMORIES   

TREASURED EVER, 

OF THE DAYS  

WHEN WE WERE ALL 

TOGETHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story written by Jacob Brown and Ash Chernega, students from All 

Saints H.S., Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, 

teacher at All Saints H.S.  Research also provided by Cristina Muro-Lavado. 

 
Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 
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* If you have a photo of this soldier or additional information? Please contact 

info@facestograves.nl  
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