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Kenneth Leslie Burr was born in Sarnia township, Ontario on August 9, 1923. 

He was the son of Gordon Nelson Burr and Hattie Bell Hemsley, who were 

married in Sarnia on March 28, 1918.  His father was a pipefitter for the 

Imperial Oil company. 

 

The family comprised six boys: John, Kenneth, Howard, James, Franklin, and 

Gerald as well as three girls: Helen, Mary, and Ruth Ann. The family 

belonged to the Church of England and attended Trinity Anglican Church in 

Sarnia.  

 

According to his sisters Mary Scott and Ruth Ann Handy, Kenneth attended 

Clark’s schoolhouse for elementary school which was a two-room 

schoolhouse and then took the technical course at Sarnia Collegiate Institute 
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and Technical School (which was the high school in Sarnia) from 1934-1936 

and left high school at age 13 to start a job. 

 

After school he drove a gravel truck for two and a half years and he worked 

as a blacksmith for three and one half years in a foundry. Prior to 

enlistment, he had been employed with Anglin-Norcross Ont. Ltd., general 

contractors in Sarnia. He worked as a coremaker’s helper and a rigger. 

 

Kenneth had a serious girlfriend before he enlisted at age 19, but had not 

yet married or had children before starting his military training (because of 

his age). He had no family members in the military making him the first to 

enlist in his family.  
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The only pictures that Ken's family had of him were his enlistment photo and 

a few photos taken during his military training that were forwarded to his 

mother. 

 

Kenneth Leslie Burr enlisted in the Canadian army on October 23, 1942 in 

London, Ontario. He was assigned to the Royal Canadian Artillery.   

 

 

Kenneth Burr is the 

soldier standing on 

the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to his army record of his medical examination, he stood five feet 

10 inches tall and weighed 174 pounds. He had blue eyes and fair hair. His 

personnel selection report described him as “quite mature” and being “a 

serious, conscientious young man of better than average aptitude.” The 

document says he seemed to be well allocated for military service and that 

he was “friendly, neat, and healthy”.  

 

Kenneth Burr had stated he wanted to learn arc welding and start his own 

trucking business after the war. His favourite sports to play as he grew up 

were rugby, hockey, and baseball. Kenneth also enjoyed dancing.  
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According to family stories, Kenneth would borrow a car to bring home, park 

it at the side of the road and holler “Maw, I’m home” before he came into 

the house. He would then always take his youngest brother and sister on the 

rumble seat of the car to the corner store to pick out a treat, which was very 

rare in those times.  

 

Gunner Burr completed his basic training in Chatham, Ontario and his 

advanced training as a Gunner on a medium calibre gun at Camp Petawawa. 

He completed a drivers and mechanics courses in Woodstock and London, 

Ontario.  

 

After his training finished, he left Canada on November 25, 1943 and arrived 

in the United Kingdom on December 2, 1943. On April 24, 1944 he was 

transferred to the 2nd Survey Regiment of the Royal Canadian Artillery. 

 

 

 

Kenneth 

attended the 

Labatt’s Motor 

Mechanics 

army trade 

school in 

London, 

Ontario. 
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In early December of 1943, Ken’s parents received his telegram informing 

them that he had arrived safely overseas.  

Ken arrived in France on July 26, 1944. According to later letters that Ken 

sent, he had served in France, Belgium and Holland.  

 

Ken wrote letters home regularly during the war and started them all, “Dear 

Maw”. He always asked about his youngest siblings that he referred to as 

“the Angels” and talked about things at home such as the Brigden Fair and 

asked about his friends. He talked about looking forward to getting packages 

from home.  

 

Ken wrote about becoming a “barber” and cutting the hair of some of the 

men in his troop. He spoke of the harsh conditions – very hot weather and 

no rain for an entire month of summer and then damp and chilly conditions 

at night. He talked about the Germans flooding the land making it even 

more uncomfortable. 

 

He requested that some warm leather or hand-made woollen knitted mittens 

get sent from home to keep his hands warm. He spoke of riding a nice new 

motorcycle in the regiment and wishing that he could bring it home with him 

after the war. He planned to buy a new motorcycle with his bonus money 

after the war was finished. He said that he had a pretty good job with the 

survey regiment and was due for a promotion.  

 

He stated that he believed that the war would be over soon and that he 

would be returning home, he stated that the war was “no damn fun” and the 

Germans were “playing for keeps”. His Mother sent him care packages 

regularly, they were all numbered and he received every one of them.     
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Ken drove a motorcycle and would drive ahead of the lines and help scout 

for his regiment.  

 

In October, 1944, he was promoted to Lance Bombardier and on November 

20, he again was promoted to full Bombardier rank. 

 

According to the contents of a letter written by his commanding officer, 

Bombardier Kenneth Leslie Burr died on December 28, 1944 when he was 

hit with fragments from a shell that had landed near him.  He was 21 years 

old. 

 

Kenneth Burr was originally buried in Nijmegen and then reburied in 

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery. His grave is located in II. F. 7.  

 

 

 

On his headstone the inscription 

reads: 

 

AT REST   

 

 

Bombardier Burr had been awarded: 

- 1939-45 Star 

- France & Germany Star 

- War Medal 

- Defence Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal 

with Clasp 
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According to his sister, his Mother received letters from Dutch people 

that were especially grateful for how he had assisted their families.  

 

His Mother also received letters from his Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 

R.W. Emmans, dated Jan 3, 1945, regarding details of his death, giving his 

sympathy and to inform her of how much Ken was “admired and liked by 

everyone who came in contact with him, and letting her know that without 

exception he was considered by all to be a man, a fine soldier, and a 

gentleman”.   Furthermore, he stated that Ken had become irreplaceable in 

their period of fighting, and that he had played a critical role in “the most 

decisive phase of the war so that all who survive it may never again be 

subjected to the conditions which we have seen on this continent”.  

 

 

 

His Mother also got a letter from the acting Chaplain from the Church of 

England that had performed Ken’s burial service overseas in Holland. 
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In early February of 1945, a memorial service for Bombardier Kenneth Burr 

was held in Trinity Anglican Church, Sarnia Township, conducted by the Rev. 

G.C. Stone. 

 

 

    

 

 

  

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

    

 

 This memorial was in the Sarnia Collegiate Institute and Technical School.      

Burr’s name is 14th from the top on the left-hand side. 

  

 

 

 

Bombardier Burr’s name can be found on the 

Sarnia Cenotaph 
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Ken’s brother, Jimmy and his wife Yvonne, did name their son who was born 

in March of 1963 Kenneth in Ken’s honour. Ken’s grave site was visited by 

his brothers and sister-in-law Gerry and Fran Burr, Frank and Barb Burr, his 

nephew Jim Burr, and by friends. According to his family, his mother was 

always very regretful that she was not able to visit his grave site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life story written by Jacob Brown and Rudy Muchmore, students from All 

Saints H.S., Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, 

teacher at All Saints H.S.  

 

Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 

 

Sources: 

 

● Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

● Canadian Virtual War Memorial  

● Library and Archives Canada  

● Pictures and family information provided by Kenneth Burr’s youngest 

sisters Mary Scott and Ruth Ann Handy 

● The Sarnia War Remembrance Project by Tom Slater 

● Photo of plaque provided Lambton Kent District School Board 

● Photo of Sarnia cenotaph provided by Tom Slater 

 

 

 

* If you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl 

 

https://www.sarniahistoricalsociety.com/warmemorialproject/burr-kenneth-leslie-a104953/
mailto:info@facestograves.nl
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Correspondence after the war: 
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