Brooker, Joseph George

Lance Corporal

South Saskatchewan Regiment
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps
B/158487

Joseph George Brooker was born 28 February 1915 at Toronto, Ontario. His
parents Henry and Rose Annie Brooker were married in 1898 and then

emigrated from England to Canada. Joseph was the youngest of their three
children, with sister Rose Ann and brother Henry each named after a parent.

Joseph participated in sports like baseball, basketball and tennis when he
was younger. When the advent of the Great Depression, Joseph’s family
experienced financial difficulties like many others, and he quit school in 1930
after completing grade 8 to go to work at age fifteen.

Joseph trained as a butcher’s apprentice for the next few years and
eventually took employment as a butcher for a Loblaw Groceteria in Toronto.
As an adult, the activities Joseph enjoyed were bowling, swimming and
playing the piano. He married
Margaret Munro in 1940, who was
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two years older than him and went
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by the name of Pearl. The couple
had a normal home life but did not
have any children. Joseph had
been working at Loblaw as a
butcher for 8 years and was the
meat manager when he decided to
join the Army, with a job assured
there after the war ended.

Interior of Loblaw Groceteria, Toronto 1930s
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Joseph attested 20 January 1944 at Toronto, age 28. He was described on
his medical examination as being 5’7" tall, 154 Ibs with blue eyes and brown
hair. His interviewing officer commented in his personnel file: “"Brooker is
open, pleasant and intelligent. Expresses the desire to become a butcher in
the Army. It is felt that due to Booker’s abilities and experience, he should
prove satisfactory in the R.C.A.S.C Catering”.

Joseph was allocated to the Royal Canadian Army Service Corps (R.C.A.S.C.)
and sent to Orillia, Ontario for basic training. The Army changed its mind
afterward, transferring Joseph to serve with the Canadian Infantry Corps.
Joseph spent the month of May 1944 at Camp Borden, with his next stop at
the Canadian Infantry Training Centre at Farnham, Quebec in June. He was
deemed suitable for overseas service and given a few days embarkation
leave in July before landing in the U.K. 11 August 1944 where he was
assigned to the Canadian Infantry Reinforcement Unit.

Three weeks later Private Brooker found himself in France, where he was
taken on strength by the South Saskatchewan Regiment (SSR) 1 September
1944,



The SSR fell under 2
Canadian Infantry Division
and had participated in the
disastrous Dieppe raid in
1942. They landed in France
8 July 1944 as part of 6t
Brigade, which included the
Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders of Canada and
Les Fusiliers Mont Royal
battalions. After helping the
Allies force the Germans to
retreat from Normandy, the
SSR worked to clear Channel
ports, including liberating
Dieppe. The SSR were
stationed near Dieppe when
Joseph joined them as a
replacement solider and had
experienced 742 casualties in
less than two months since
arriving on the continent.

Following a reorganization period, the SSR made their way towards the
Belgium border. Joseph saw his first action with the liberation of Dunkirk
before his battalion moved on for a rest period near Antwerp. The Allies had
gained control of the port of Antwerp but could not ship vital supplies there
until neutralizing German artillery fortifications on the Walcheren Peninsula
that had been impervious to air attack. It fell largely to the Canadians to

clear them out in the Battle for the Scheldt.
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On 26 October 1944 the SSR and 2"
Division brigades advanced on the s
heavily mined Zuid-Beveland Peninsula. “

The SSR were the first to cross the h: .

canal at Vlake, creating a bridgehead S
and repulsing German counterattacks '\’ -
on 28 October. Joseph distinguished ‘L 1
himself and was made Lance Corporal, e ~2
“D” Company on 1 November 1944, VAR
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Canal at Zuid-Beveland, Netherlands ' = -

2nd Canadian Division was moved into static
operations around Nijmegen, Netherlands 8
November 1944. Most of the activity in the
area consisted of patrolling and sniping, with
the SSR stationed at Mook. They settled into a
routine of daily patrols, to be back at their
base each night by 23:30 hours before the
enemy started their artillery bombardment at
midnight.

SSR soldier on patrol duty

The regiment was pulled back to Nijmegen for
a two week reserve period and then moved
into a forward position around Groesbeek 8 December 1944. Numerous
patrols were sent out to get prisoners but were without success. The enemy
had been there for months and had constructed a complete defensive
position, interlined with communication trenches.

On the night of 19/20 December, Operation DYNAMITE was conducted
against enemy positions, with the objective of the raid to get information
needed in planning the expected big push. The operation was carried out by
“D” Company and supported by the Queens Own Camerons. The attack was
successful and a German staff driver was taken prisoner. A miscalculation
by one platoon left an enemy machine-gun post in action, which along with
German artillery fire caused numerous SSR casualties. Four soldiers died
and another twenty were wounded. Joseph Brooker, age 29, along with
Henry Pospisil, George Lightfoot and Norman Pegelow were killed in action
that night.
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Canadian soldiers from "D” Company, South Saskatchewan Regiment in the woods of Mook,
Netherlands on 30 November 1944. Photo courtesy of Library and Archives Canada



Lance Corporal J.G. Brooker was temporarily
buried at Jonkers Bosch Cemetery by
Nijmegen, Netherlands and later relocated to
nearby Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery,
grave reference IV. C. 13.

The inscription on Joseph’s headstone reads:
PRAY GOD HIS SACRIFICE
BE NOT IN VAIN.
ALWAYS IN MY HEART.
WIFE PEARL, TORONTO

Photo credit Frans van Cappellen

Joseph Brooker’s campaign medals:

- 1939-45 Star

- France-Germany Star

- War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp
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