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Jean-Paul Barnabe was born to Arthur Edmond Barnabe and Elmee Fortier 

on January 22, 1920, in Ottawa where they lived at 27 Douglas Street. His 
father was a streetcar driver for the Ottawa Electric Railway Company for 

28 years.  
 

Jean-Paul had three sisters: Jeannette (Bourcier), Rita (Sarault), Lucile 

(who died at the age of 9) and Madeleine as well as four brothers: 
Eugene, Rheol, Gerald and Marcel. Gerald died in a car accident in 1940. 

The oldest brother, Eugene Barnabe, served overseas as a sergeant in the 
Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps while Leading Aircraftman Rheol 

Barnabe of the Royal Canadian Air Force also served overseas during the 
Second World War.   
 

The Barnabe family was Roman-Catholic. Jean-Paul spoke both English 
and French. He completed Grade 7 at St. Charles school but he left school 

at the age of 16 once his father became ill. Jean-Paul caddied every 
summer from the age of 11 to 18. “As a teen during the Depression years, 

Jean-Paul helped his family with bills by getting a job at a local golf course 

where he was a caddie,” stated his niece Denise Clark of Cleveland, Ohio. 
 

Jean-Paul’s occupations included a truck driver for Forberts Fuel for two 

and a half years; a transport driver for Taggart Service for six months and 
then a truck driver for Bruce Coal for two months. Jean-Paul enjoyed his 

time as a transport driver the best.  
 

Prior to enlisting on January 11, 1943, Barnabe spent two years and five 
months of military training with the reserve regiment, the Cameron 

Highlanders of Ottawa.  
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According to his enlistment documents, he was five feet three inches tall 

and weighed 130 pounds. Jean-Paul had brown eyes and brown hair and 
he had a scar on his forehead.   
 

His Personnel Selection Record described him as “willing and cooperative”, 

had a pleasant manner, active and wiry and seemed alert, keen and 
stable.  He told the interviewer that he “was too shy to dance” and his 

hobby was playing hockey. 
 

He did eight weeks of basic training with the Royal Rifles Regiment of 

Canada.  He completed his basic training in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
 

On September 28, 1944, he was recommended for a motorcycle course 

but then asked for his course to be canceled so he “would like to proceed 
overseas with his friends who are actually on embarkment leave.” He 

shipped out shortly afterwards. 
 

Private Jean-Paul Barnabe arrived in the United Kingdom on November 28, 

1944.  He was sent over to Northwest Europe on December 16, 1944. On 
December 23, he was assigned to the ranks of Les Fusiliers Mont-Royal 

regiment. 
 

On January 23, 1945, just one day after his 22nd birthday, Private 

Barnabe was sent out on a scouting mission around the enemy lines at 
Gennep, Middelaar, the Netherlands. He and two other soldiers, Private A. 

J. Taschereau and Private G. N. Cyrenne was fired upon by a Schmeizer 

machine gun from 15 feet away. Barnabe and the two others scattered in 
a hedgerow. The two others escaped, but Barnabe did not.   
 

 

Initially, the Canadian army reported him officially as being missing in 

February but much later confirmed as killed in action. Jean-Paul was 22 

years old.   
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However, the military’s letter on March 9, 1945, to his father, Arthur 

Barnabe in Ottawa, had indicated “there was a good possibility of your son 
now being a prisoner of war.” However, weeks and then months passed 

by, with no official word being received so his father wrote to the army 

several times. 
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The sad news which many families would receive during the war was that 

Private Jean-Paul Barnabe was dead. The letter was dated August 9, 
1945. 

  
 

Private Jean-Paul Barnabe was buried in the Canadian temporary burial 
ground at Nijmegen.  
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He was then carefully exhumed from the original place of interment and 

reverently reburied at the Canadian War Cemetery in Groesbeek, grave 
references V. E. 13. 

 

Photo Frans van Cappellen 

 
 

Written on his gravestone are the words: 
 

IN FOND AND LOVING MEMORY OF  

OUR BELOVED SON JEAN PAUL. 

 

 
Jean-Paul Barnabe was awarded the: 

 
- 1939-45 star 

- France-Germany Star 
- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp 
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Life story written by Jake Appleby, student from St. Mother Teresa H.S., 

Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, teacher at All 
Saints H.S. Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 

 
* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please 

contact info@facestograves.nl 

 
 

Sources:  
 Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 Library and Archives Canada.  
 Virtual War Memorial 
 Additional information provided by Denise Clark, Jean Paul’s grand-niece 

 Newspaper articles from the Ottawa Journal 
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May 2015 left at his grave  -  photo Alice van Bekkum 


