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Trueman William Albert Anderson was born on the 215t of October 1916 in
Barrie, a town in Mid-Western Ontario. Trueman was the son of Herbert
and Maude Anderson from Dunedin Ontario. Trueman was named after his
grandfather’s William and Albert, but he was called Trueman to all his
friends and family. Trueman’s parents were having the Canadian
nationality but were of Anglo Saxon heritage.

The Anderson family was Protestant and belonged to the United Church of
Canada. Trueman was not a particularly religious man but attended
church on Sundays with his family as was the social custom.

Trueman went to high school for 3 years, but he
left school at the age of 18 years old. He did a
Junior Matriculation and followed a mechanic
apprenticeship at Jarvis Collegiate in Toronto.

_ Which Trueman finished in 1932.

Trueman on the farm in Lavender, before the war.




Trueman got married on the 14t of September 1936 and his wife was
named Hazel. Trueman and Hazel lived in Toronto. Trueman and Hazel
had a little daughter, Valerie. Valerie was 4 years old when Trueman had
to go overseas to war.

As a civil occupation, Trueman worked as truck driver and worked as
salesman for Canada Dry Ginger Ale in Toronto from July 1932 till June
1939. After that he had a job as salesman for GoodRich Oil Co. LTD Part
of Credit Ontario Oil refinery from June 1939 till June 1940.

When Trueman was fighting in the war, Valerie got sick with cancer. She
died at the age of 6 years old. It’s devastating, but Trueman received the
news of Valerie’s death while he was in the Netherlands after she had died
and Trueman could not get home to Canada for her funeral.

Tara Newell in 2020, sharing the memories to Trueman of her
grandmother Kathleen: "Truemans mother Maude Anderson was the older
sister of Margaret Bryce, who was my grandmother’s mother. These two
sibling families lived on farms next door to each other and they were very
close. Therefore, my grandmother (Kathleen Hawkins, married name
Newell) grew up with Trueman as a brother, not just as her first cousin.

According to my grandmother, Trueman was an extraordinary pianist. He
played for fun with family and friends at informal gatherings, but was was
also hired to play at parties and events. My grandmother remembers him
“"pounding on the keys with his leg swinging to the music”. He sang along
as well, but “his singing was not as impressive as his piano playing” my
grandmother joked.

Trueman was well liked by everyone and he
was always the life of any party, and he really
enjoyed a good party. He was not only an
amazing pianist but a great dancer as well. My
grandmother remembers Trueman as a real
“ladies man”; very handsome, charming,
outgoing, fun (always laughing and joking
around), which had women swooning over him
all the time.

My grandmother, named her own daughter
Valerie, after Trueman’s daughter Valerie.”

Trueman and his 1st cousin Kathleen before the war.




Trueman enlisted for army service on the 1stof July 1940 in Toronto at the
#2 District Depot as a gunner. He was added to 5t Field Regiment of the
Royal Canadian Artillery and received the service number B6407.
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Trueman'’s information in his service records.

Source: Library and Archives Canada

At the time of his enlistment, Trueman was around 5ft8” tall and weighed
around 142 pounds. He had black hair, brown eyes and his complexion
was dark. Trueman was a well developed young man.

Trueman with army buddies, at middle right. Date unknown.



j In July 1940 Trueman was sent to a

|l -4 course at the Royal Canadian Artillery
8a®® Training Centre in Petawawa as a

* Gunner. On the 12t of October he
qualified himself as Gun Position Officer
Assistant and Rangetaker.

Trueman in Toronto before departure overseas,
date unknown.

On the 13th of December 1940 Trueman embarked in Halifax, to arrive in
Gourock Scotland on the 26" of December. He was taken on strength with
the 1st Canadian Artillery Holding Unit.

In 1941, on the 215t of June Trueman gets qualified as a Sergeant
Instructor. And on the 15t of July he is promoted to Lance Sergeant.
Starting as Acting Sergeant on the 19% of September 1941.

Trueman is taken on strength with the 5t Field Regiment on the 17t of
October 1941. Where he is confirmed as Sergeant on the 15t of January
1942. On the 5% of January he is posted to the Canadian Army
Reinforcement Unit, permanently employed as Sergeant Instructor.

Trueman starts his training as an officer on the 21st of June 1943 when he
is attached to the Pre. Officers Cadet Training Unit School in Ilkley United
Kingdom. He completed the course 6t of February 1944. As per the 7th of
February 1944, Trueman is promoted to Lieutenant in the Royal Canadian
Artillery.

On the 1st of October Trueman embarks in the
United Kingdom and arrives in France on the
2nd of October 1944. On the 13t of October
Trueman is added to the 12t Battalion of the
6t Field Regiment.

In February 1945 the Royal Artillery played a
crucial role in the start of Operation Veritable.
The artillery support had been planned as a
battle-winning factor. Trueman is also part of
this role with the 6t Field division as part of the
2nd Canadian Division (under Britisch XXX
Corps). Trueman on leave, date unknow.
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The day after, on the 9t of February Trueman is the deadly victim of an
unfortunate incident with friendly fire in Molenhoek the Netherlands. Two
anti-aircraft shells are being fired at a low flying plane, but the two shells
came in the dugout entrance. Killing Trueman and leaving 3 others

wounded.
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War Diary reporting the death of Trueman. Source: heritage.canadiana.ca

Trueman was killed on the 9t of February 1945 at an age of 28 years old.
He was originally buried in the Canadian temporary cemetery in Nijmegen
on the 10% of February. In 1946 he was exhumed and reburied in the

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, grave reference I. G. 16.

His headstone bears the inscription:

“INTO THE LIGHT THAT NEVERMORE SHALL FADE".

For his service, Trueman was awarded:

- 1939-1945 Star

- France & Germany star
- Defence Medal

- War medal 1939-1945

- Canadian volunteer medal and clasp
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FACES TO GRAVES

Stichting Faces to Canadian
War Graves Groesbeek

Life story Kim Huvenaars, Research Team Faces To Graves.

Source(s):

Tara Newell for the pictures and memories of Trueman.
Library and Archives Canada

Commonwealth Wargraves Commission

heritage.canadiana.ca

Trueman is commemorated on the Cenotaph in Barrie.
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Picture taken by Laura Joy.



