Alvis, Reginald Samuel

Private
Royal Regiment of Canada
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps

B 161997

Reginald Samuel Alvis was born July 27, 1922 in Glasgow, Scotland. Reginald
was the only child of George Thomas Alvis and Edith Martha Hull. His father

George was a bus driver in Hamilton, Ontario. Reginald was a member of the
Church of England.

He had a half brother Geoffrey Bunce who had signed up with the British Royal
Navy during the Second World War. Seaman Bunce had been reported missing
and presumed dead after his ship, the navy cruiser Southampton, was lost at
sea. However, the Vancouver Sun reported on March 20, 1944, that he had
notified his family in Hamilton that he “was alive and well.”

Reginald Alvis attended Hamilton Public School until the age of 13 when “he
found it necessary” to go work. For six months he was a waiter and then was a
baker’s assistant for a year and a half. Reginald then became a machinist for
the Otis Fenson company which made elevators in Hamilton.

Reginald married Phyllis Audrey Hull and they had two children George Aleck
Samuel and Thomas Paul Stewart.



Reginald with his wife Phyllis and their son
George.

Reginald Samuel Alvis enlisted into the army on May 25, 1944 in Toronto,
Ontario. He was 22 when he enlisted. He stood 5 feet 7 % inches and weighed
126 pounds. He was described as an athletic young man who was tall, dark,
thin. His personnel assessment report stated that he was “a neat, alert young
man with a keen eye and direct friendly manner” who seemed “at present
worried as his wife was expecting (second) child at time he left home” for
training. The report concluded he was a “fair soldier prospect.”

The military record stated that Reginald had “excelled in boxing for a few
years.” Reginald said that he wanted to be a cook but was “anxious to be a
combatant soldier.”

Reginald left Canada just before the birth of his
second son Thomas Paul Stewart on December 15,
1945. He arrived in the United Kingdom on
November 27, 1944 and he was transferred to the
Royal Regiment of Canada. Reginald Alvis deplaned
in North West Europe on February 10, 1945 but 29
days later he was killed in Germany on March 8,
1945. He was buried in a temporary burial ground
in Xanten, Germany.

Old grave marker.




His wife received this letter, which changed her life forever...

srd April, 1945,

¥rs. Phyllis A, Alvis,
71 E. 52nd Street,
Hemilton, Onterio.

 Dear Mrs. Alvis:

< It was with deep regret that I
*  learned of the death of your husband, Bl€l¢97 Frivate
Reginald Sermel Alvis, who gave hie life in the
Service of his Country in the Vestern Europesn
\ Thectre of Var on the &t day of March, 1945,

From official information we heve
received, your husband was killed in action against
the eneny. You way be essured that eany additionsl
inforzetion received will be communicated to you
without delay.

The Minieter of National Defence
and the Meambers of the Army Council heve asked me %o
express to you and your family thelr sincere sympathy
in your bereavement,

Ve pay tribute to the sscrifice
he so bravely made.

rha.rx_ Do mathiv YU pacere e

Adftant - Omawal

el APR 3 1945

/OLD (A.E. Valford),
¥a Jor-General, /J
Ad jutant-General .

Private Reginald Samuel Alvis was awarded with four medals:

- The 1939-1945 Star

- France-Germany Star

- War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp.

Reginald Samuel Alvis was reburied at Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery
Netherlands, grave reference III. D. 16.



His headstone is inscribed:
“In loving memory of my husband

who gave his life so that others might live”.

x

<L R
FACES TO GRAVES

Stichting Faces to Canadian
War Graves Groesbeek

Biography: William Bouwer, student from All Saints H.S., Kanata, Canada
for Faces to Graves, courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, teacher at All Saints H.S.,
additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson.

Sources:

Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Library and Archives Canada
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https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2232441/plumbtree,-milton-charles/
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Reginald with his wife Phyllis and their son George and George’s grandparents.

Hamilton Spectator

After but nine months’ service
with the Canadian army, Pte. Regi-| .
ndld ‘S. Alvis, whose parents, Mr.| 2
and Mrs. George Alvis, and wife| 3
and two children reside at 16 Night-
ingale street, has been killed in ac-
tion. - Pte. Alvis was employed by
the Otis-Fensom Elevator Company
before his enlistment.




OTTAWA, 19th May, 1960,

DVA-A,108854 (R.48)
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Mrs, Audrey Anmey,
68 Fullarton Street,
London, Ontario,

ooper Harvey H,
Dear Mrs, Ameys

This will acknowledge your letter of May 15th
in which you ssy you are planning on going to Burope this
;uggardnnd would like to visit your late huaband'a grave in

olland,

: As you know, hls remains are interred in plot 21,
row B, grave 15, Nijmegen Consdinn Cemetery, which ias actuslly
situated at Orocsbeek, some five miles Scuth-Enst of Hiimegen,
almoat on the bordar of Cermany., It is understood that from
Groasheak there is a splendid view of the Reichas Wald Forest
in the distance where Troopsr Amey met his denth,

There is really very little this Department can
do to assist you on your journay abrosd. You will, of course,
have to make your own travel arrangements and any reliable
travel agent will be sble to zive you all the detsils of what
will bs required. Thare are no restrlotions on relatives
visiting the resting plnces of their loved ones in war cemeteries
overseas nor are any speclal permits required for entry to the
cemateries, You should have no difficulty finding vour husband's
grave once the burial ground has heen resched as it is plainly
marked and the plots and rows are claarly indionted.

As you are gmoing to England first, it 4s sugrested
that you call at the office of the Imperisl War Craves Com-
mission, 32 fGrovenor Gardens, London S.W. 1. The officials
there will, I feel surs, be gled to place at your disposal any
relevant information whioch would be of interesst and assistance.
You ocould, too, osll in at the office of the High Commissioner
for Oanada, Canada House, Yrafelgar Square, London S,W. 1,
where latest advice as to the bast and most economicsal mnthod
of travel to Holland can be made available to you,

I might suggest further that bhefore leeving vou
et in touch with the Heoretary of the Netherlands War Graves
ttee, 442 Kelzarsgracht, Amsterdam, Holland, ass it 1a

- pos&ible that that organizetion would welcome you s a puest,

for 4 limited time, and mske some accommodotion arrangesents
for you,

Yours faithfully,

H.M, Jaekson,
Direetor
War Barvioe Records.



