Allen, Harry Manley

Private

Royal Regiment of Canada
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps

B/116652

Harry Manley Allen was born November 24, 1924 in Spring Bay on
Manitoulin Island in Ontario. His parents were Florence Harriet Rowe and
Manley Allen. He had two brothers James and Norman who also joined the
Canadian army during the Second World War. His father also had served
in France during the First World War.

The family grew up in Blind River, Ontario and attended the United
Church. Harry completed Grade VIII and one year of high school and then
left school at 16 to work. As a sailor, Harry was employed as a deckhand
and a watchman for the Canada Steamship Lines during the summer

| months. During the winter he cleaned and
painted boats.

Harry alongside his brother Norman



On January 11, 1943, Harry
married Doris Beulah in Blind
River, Ontario.

Harry enlisted on September 15, 1943, in the Canadian Infantry Corps in
Toronto, Ontario.
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Harry stood five feet nine inches tall and weighed 156 pounds. He had
hazel eyes and brown hair.

According to his military records, Harry didn't have any time for hobbies
or sports. His personnel assessment reported that he was "a very likeable
youth, decidedly mature for his age” and he had “a pleasant courteous
manner.” He was “reliable and capable of accepting responsibility.” He
obtained basic training in Brampton, Ontario, and further infantry training
at Camp Borden.



Harry had left Canada and arrived on September 6, 1944 and arrived in
the United Kingdom. He was moved to France on October 7 where he was
transferred to the Royal Regiment of Canada.

On March 3, 1945, the Royal Regiment was involved in the Allied push
through the Hochwald Gap in Germany. The companies encountered
mortar and shell fire to be heavy and comparable to the days of
Normandy landings.

It was on that day that Harry was wounded in the right thigh by a shell
fragment. At age 21, Private Harry Allen died of his wounds that he
received in action. He was temporarily buried at the Bedburg cemetery in
Germany.

His wife received the sad message by telegram:
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Harry Manley Allen was reburied at the Canadian War Cemetery in
Groesbeek, the Netherlands. Grave reference V. F. 8.



HARRY ALLEN
DIES OF WOUNDS

BLIND RIVER, March 14.—Thurs-
day, Mr. and Mrs. Manley Allen re-
ceived word thaf their son, Harry,
had been seriously wounded in Ger-
many. Saturday morning, the news
of his passing was received just be-
fore noon. Harry was 21 years of
gae and left September, 1044, for
overseas,

Besides his parents, he is survived
by his wife and two brothers both of
whom are in thé services, James left
Saturday night for New Brunswick.
Norman is in the Canadian Army
Training School, Hamilton. Mr. Al-
len is a veteran of the First World
War and is employed with the For-
estry Branch in town.
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His gravestone is inscribed with the words:
“NOT FORGOTTEN, HARRY DEAR,
WHILE LIFE AND MEMORY LAST.

WIFE DORIS FATHER & MOTHER”



Private Harry Manley Allen was awarded four medals:

- 1939-1945 Star
- France & Germany Star
-  War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp

FACES TO GRAVES

Stichting Faces to Canadian
War Graves Groesbeek

Biography: Olivia Sheppard & Michael Schutte, students from All Saints
H.S., Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz,
teacher at All Saints H.S.

Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson.

Sources:

http://archive.cwgc.org/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=CWGC%?2fLIB
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-
memorial

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx

Lisa A. Allen

newspaper clippping: Operation Picture Me

* If you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please
contact info@facestograves.nl
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