
1 
 

Alcock, Wilfred Reginald 

Private 

Royal Regiment of Canada 

Royal Canadian Infantry Corps 

H54839 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Wilfred Reginald Alcock was born on June 16, 1909 in Kenora, Northern 

Ontario to George Hedley Alcock (1885-1967) and Clara Folster (1889-
1962) who married in 1907. Wilfred had four brothers George (1908), 

Francis (1912), Edward (1913) and Leonard (1917) as well as a sister, 
Eva (1915). He belonged to the United Church and lived at 117 Melick 

Avenue, Kenora Ontario.  

Wilfred worked initially as a farmer for his 

father from 1922 to 1928.  He then worked 
at the Kenora Paper Mill as a millhand for 12 

years where in the summer he worked on 
the log boom and in the winter in the 

woods.   

 

 

 

Wilfred married Annie Margeret James and 

they had a daughter named Laura who was 

born on April 16th, 1938. 
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        Wilfred with his daughter Laura. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wilfred enlisted on August 5, 1940 in 
Kenora, Ontario with the Rocky Mountain 

Rangers  He is described as being 6 foot, 
weighing 170 pounds and having blue 

eyes. His basic training was taken with 
the Royal Canadian Artillery (RCA) 

attached to the 37th Light Anti-Aircraft 
Battery. He was trained as a gunner at an 

artillery centre in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
 

 

 

Wilfred left Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada on December 14, 1940 and 
arrived in Glasgow, Scotland on Dec 25, 1940. He was assigned as a 

gunner with the RCA’s 54th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery and later with the 
7th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery. While he was serving in the United 

Kingdom, he was awarded the Good Conduct badge  He took a telephonist 
course while stationed in Gillingham, England. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Transferred to the Royal Regiment of 
Canada, Private Alcock disembarked 

in France on October 6th, 1944. He 
was injured on November 10 and was 

discharged on November 25 returning 
to combat duty. During the Operation 

Veritable, the Royal Regiment was 
involved in the Allied attack on 

German strongholds along the Goch-

Calcar Road. 
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Private Wilfred Alcock, 35 years of age, was killed on February 19, 1945 

in battle. He was buried in a temporary grave in Cleve, Germany.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
His remains were later moved to Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in 

the Netherlands. He is buried at Groesbeek, grave reference: XXI. A. 11.  

 
 

The inscription on his headstone reads: 
 

“LEFT HOME, KIN AND FRIENDS TO DEFEND FREEDOM YOU GAVE YOUR 
ALL ALWAYS DAUGHTER LAURA” 

 

 

Wilfred Reginald Alcock was awarded posthumously these medals: 
- The 1939-1945 Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 
- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp.  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Biography: Uber Ajogno, student from All Saints H.S., Kanata, Canada for 

Faces to Graves, courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, All Saints H.S. 
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Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 
 

 
Sources: 

Photos courtesy of granddaughter Colleen Poschner 

Commonwealth War Graves Commision 

Virtual War memorial 
Ancestry 

 
Letter 20 April 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2232441/plumbtree,-milton-charles/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2232441
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9145&h=30107&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ZMQ2&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9145&h=30107&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ZMQ2&_phstart=successSource

