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Introduction 
 
My name is Peter John McHugh.  
 
My uncle, Maurice McHugh, was an Australian 
Pilot Officer flying a Short Stirling Bomber with 
620 squadron of the Royal Air Force in WW2.  
 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜΩǎ plane was shot down by flak and he 
was killed in Holland on the 20 September 1944 
while flying a resupply mission to British troops 
near Arnhem in the failed campaign called 
Operation Market Garden more commonly 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ά.ǊƛŘƎŜ ¢ƻƻ CŀǊέΦ 
 
Maurice was 21 years old and one of only 13 
Australians killed in this tragic and futile battle 
to liberate Holland.  
 
Like many families during the war it created a 
great deal of anguish not knowing precisely 
what happened to Maurice in a country so far 
away from home.  
 
Compelling original documents that I have 
recently unearthed on the internet together 
with a visit to Holland in 2014 to meet some of 
the surviving eye witnesses has enabled me to 
finally piece together what exactly happened to 
Maurice and his aircrew 70 years ago and about 
his extraordinary feats of bravery. 
 
This is my story ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΧΧ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 2015. 
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His early life. 
 
Maurice McHugh was born in St Kilda, a suburb of 
Melbourne on 9 July 1923.  He was one of four 
children to Augustus and Annie May McHugh. He 
had two older sisters Nancy (1919) and Kathleen 
(1921) as well as a younger brother John (1925).  
 

 
Augustus and Annie May McHugh ς wedding day 1918 

 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜΩǎ father, Augustus McHugh, worked as a 
signalman for the Victorian Railways and moved 
about State before finally settling in Preston in a 
newly built family home at 34 Breffna Street in 
1942 where they stayed for the reminder of their 
lives. 
 

 
The McHugh children - Nancy, Kathleen, Maurice and John at 

Ballarat gardens (circa 1927) 

Maurice was educated at South Preston Primary 
School and Northcote Boys High school. 
 

 
McHugh family (circa 1937) ς standing from left Kathleen, 

Augustus, Maurice ς sitting Nancy and John. 
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Brothers - John (on bike) and Maurice 

Maurice had a girlfriend in 1941, Dumell 
McDonald, who also lived nearby in Preston. They 
wrote to each other while he was away in England 
during the war.  Dumell is now 90 years old and 
lives in Queensland. 
 

 
Maurice with Dumell at the Royal Botanic gardens in Melbourne - 

1941 

Dumell kept in touch with the McHugh family long 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŘŜǎƳŀƛŘ ƛƴ 
1948. 
 

 
Dumell with Maurice, Augustus and Nancy at Breffna St (circa 

1942) 

 

 
My mother and father (John and Roma McHugh) at their wedding 

1948 with best man Norm Green and bridesmaid Dumell 
McDonald 
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Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). 
 
Maurice joined the Air Force Reserve in October 
1941. He stated his employment on his enlistment 
papers as a law clerk at Rigby & Fielding, 60 Market 
Street in Melbourne.  
 
In February 1942, when he was 18 years and 6 
months old Maurice enlisted in the RAAF. His 
service number was 410858. 
 
He began his RAAF training with 4 Initial Training 
School (4 ITS) at Victor Harbour in South Australia. 
 

 
Maurice at 4 ITS - standing centre row third from left 

 
After initial training Maurice progressed to 11 
Elementary Flying School (11 EFTS) at Benalla in 
June 1942 where he learned basic flying skills in 
DH84 tiger moths. 
 

 
11 EFTS - Benalla 

He continued his training at 6 Service Flying 
Training School (6 SFTS) at RAAF Station Mallala, 
South Australia in October 1942 where he flew 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC) 
Wirraway trainers before converting to twin 
engine Avro !ƴǎƻƴΩǎ.  
 

 
RAAF Wirraways 

 
Maurice graduated at Mallala with his άwingsέ and 
the rank of Flight Sergeant on the 5 February 1943. 
 

  
Avro Anson at Mallala 

 
Maurice had a younger brother, John McHugh, 
who was my father. He was also a RAAF pilot but 
travelled to Canada as part of the Empire Training 
Scheme in 1944. 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Base_Mallala
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Brothers, John and Maurice McHugh (with his wings) at 34 Breffna 
St, Preston, circa Feb 1943, before sailing for England. This was the 

last time he saw his family. 

 

Posted to the Royal Air Force (RAF) in 
England. 
 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜΩǎ RAAF records show he embarked from 
Melbourne for England on the 6 March 1943 and 
arrived at Halifax on the 19 April 1943. 
 
In England his Air Force record lists a series of 
postings to training courses including 15 Advanced 
Flying Unit (15 AFU), 81 Operational Training 
School (81 OTU), then conversion to heavy 
bombers and glider towing operations including 
1665 Heavy Conversion Unit (1665 HCU) at 
Tilstock in Shropshire. 

 
Flight Sergeant Maurice McHugh 

 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜΩǎ record received a slight blemish in July 
1943 for the somewhat minor transgression of 
άǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊ ŎǊŜǿ ǎǳƛǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ 
the camp contrary to ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎέ and 
he received a severe reprimand. The next day he 
was in trouble again for insolence to Flight 
Lieutenant Butcher, but with no further action 
taken. 
 
Maurice also got into trouble in May 1944 for 
flying too low over the airfield. He was flying an 
aircraft with a horsa glider in tow across the 
middle of the airfield at about a 100 feet above the 
ground.  I wonder if he buzzed the control tower 
too? 
 
On completion of his training, on D-Day, 6 June 
1944 Maurice and his aircrew were posted to 620 
Squadron based in RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire 
flying a Short Stirling Bomber.  
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The Short Stirling was the first four-engine British 
heavy bomber of the Second World War. It 
entered service in early 1941 but had a relatively 
brief operational career as a bomber, being 
relegated to second line duties from late 1943, 
when other more capable four-engine RAF 
bombers, specifically the Handley Page Halifax and 
Avro Lancaster, took over the strategic bombing of 
Germany. 
 
The Short Stirling was used for mining German 
port areas and fulfilled a major role as a glider tug 
and supply aircraft during the allied invasion of 
Europe in 1944ς1945.  
 
Details for Short Stirling Bomber Mk 1V 
 
Length: 87ft 3in (26.58m) 
Wingspan: 99ft 1in (30.19m) 
Height: 22ft 9in (6.93m) 
Empty Weight: 46,900 lb (21,274 kg) 
Take Off Weight: 70,000 lb (31,752 kg) 
Maximum Speed: 270mph (435kmh) 
Cruising Speed: 200mph (323kmh) 
Ceiling: 17,500ft (5,332m) 
Range: 2,010 miles (3,242km) with 

3,500lb (1,589kg) bombload 
Power plant: Four Bristol Hercules XVIs of 

1,650hp each 
Propellers Three-bladed metal fully 

feathering propeller 
Payload: 
Crew (6): 

14,000lbs (6,356kg) 
Pilot, navigator, flight engineer, 
bomb aimer, wireless operator, 
rear gunner. 

Defensive 
Armament: 

2 x .303 Browning machine 
guns in tail turret. 

 
 
 
 

 
Short Stirling Bomber Mk 1V 

 
Dona ferentes adsumus 

(Translation: "We are coming bringing gifts") 

 
In 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ нллу ōƻƻƪ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƛƴ 
Action with Airborne Forcesέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ account 
from aŀǳǊƛŎŜΩǎ Flight Engineer, Sergeant David 
Evans in relation to D-Day ς ά±ŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ 5-Day 
we were awakened at Tilstock to be told that the 
invasion of Europe had started, and that we were 
posted to Fairford. We had only a slept an hour or 
two, after landing from a long cross- country flight 
the night before. Although tired and bleary eyed, 
we had a terrific feeling of elation, for our chance 
had come at last to pit our wits against the enemy. 
We got our clearance from Tilstock arranged in 
double time, and were on our way south and 
ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 
 
 

 
A page of Flight Sgt Evans log book for June 1944 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavy_bomber
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handley_Page_Halifax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lancaster



































































