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Richard Thomas (Tommy) Burnside was born in Ottawa, Ontario, on May 
13, 1913. He was the son of Alice (Davis) and John Burnside who had 13 

children. The father was a lumber culler by trade.  
 

The Burnside family comprised four daughters: Dorothy, Elsie, Sybil and 

Alice and nine sons: Clayton, Harold, Milton, Walter, Thomas, Samuel, 
William, Hugh and Clifford (who died in 1929 at the age of seven)  
 

During the Second World War, seven brothers of varying ages had enlisted 

in the Canadian army to serve their country. Five of those men went 
overseas to fight in the various campaigns in Northwest Europe as well as 

the Central Mediterranean campaign. Two others were stationed in 
Canada. 
 

On December 20, 1941, their hometown daily newspaper, the Ottawa 
Citizen featured a lengthy article about the “5 Burnside Boys” who had 

joined the army “doing their bit to crush Hitlerism, both in active and 
reserve units.” They were Harold, Milton, Sam, William (called Pat) and 

Hugh. But Thomas and Walter signed up a few years later in 1943.  
Their war services concluded with Harold as a signaller in the Canadian 

Signal Corps in Germany; Milton as a gunner in the Royal Canadian 
Artillery in Italy; Sam as a staff quarter-master sergeant in the Royal 

Canadian Corps of Signals in Italy; William or Pat as a gunner with the 
Royal Canadian Regiment in Ottawa; Hugh as a private with the Canadian 

Light Field Ambulance Corps in Italy and Walter as a staff clerk in the 

national casualty office in Ottawa. 
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Thomas was a member of the  Erskine Presbyterian Church. He had left 

school after grade eight. He lived at 457 Booth Street, Ottawa and worked 
at Halliday’s garage as a paint sprayer for six years before enlisting in the 

Canadian army. 
 

 

 
On July 2, 1938, Thomas married 

Veronica Mary Magdalen Hickey in 
Ottawa, Ontario. They had a son, Gary 

Richard in 1939 and a daughter, Sandra 

Faith, in 1944. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Thomas and his wife Veronica  
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Thomas Burnside enlisted October 19, 1943 in Kingston, Ontario, with the 

Royal Canadian Artillery regiment.  In his military records he was 
described as having brown eyes, brown hair, being five foot seven inches 

tall and weighing 128 pounds. 
 

Gunner Burnside initially trained at the Petawawa Military Camp.  It was at 
this time that he completed Part II RGA training. 
 

He left Canada on April 30, 1944 and arrived in the United Kingdom on 
May 7, 1944. He underwent rigorous training in preparation for combat 

duty. He was sent to Belgium on October 15, 1944. Three days later, he 
was transferred to the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry regiment. 
 

He died near Xanten in Germany on March 8, 1945 at the age of 30. 
Private Thomas Burnside was one of 38 from his regiment who were killed 

that day. 
 

In a letter received  by his family in Canada in late March, 1945, Private 

Burnside wrote that he had been in “the stiffest battle I’d ever want to be 
in.” 
 

He was originally buried in the western outskirts of Xanten Germany.  He 
was later moved and is now buried in Groesbeek Canadian War cemetery, 

with the grave reference VII. C. 13.   
 

On his tombstone is written the following inspiring words;  
 

SUNSHINE PASSES,  

SHADOWS FALL,  

LOVE'S REMEMBRANCE  

OUTLASTS ALL 

 

 

 
Private Thomas Burnside was awarded 

the: 
- 1939-45 Star 

- France-Germany Star 
- War Medal  

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal 

with clasp 
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For 

Remembrance 

Day, his wife, 

Veronica 

Burnside wrote 

this letter which 

was published in 

the Ottawa 

Citizen, date 

unknown. 
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In 1963, Mrs. Burnside travelled over to 
the Netherlands as part of a pilgrimage of 

many Canadian next-of-kin to visit war 
cemeteries throughout the country.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Biography: Justine Deschamps, student from St. Mother Teresa High 

School, Nepean, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, 
teacher at All Saints H.S. 
 

Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 
 

Sources: 

 

- Commonwealth War Graves Commission Library  
- Canadian Virtual war Memorial  

- Library and Archives Canada  

- Project ‘44 
- “The Ottawa Journal” of 1945 and 1951 

- Pictures and newspaper provided Danielle Lepine, great 
granddaughter of Richard Thomas Burnside 
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* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please 

contact info@facestograves.nl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: http://lestweforget1945.org/ 
     

 
           The photographic project 
           of Canadian war graves 
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