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Ernest Joseph Edgar (he was also referred to as Eddie) Bourgon was born
on June 26, 1923 in Timiskaming, in northern Quebec. His friends and
fellow comrades used to call him “Shorty.” Edgar was the child of Ernest
Bourgon and Blanche Beaudoin. His parents had three children: Edgar,
Marie Jacquline and Joseph Alex Simeon. He was the oldest of the three.
When he signed up for the war, he lived at 225 Carruthers Ave, Ottawa,
Ontario.

Edgar voluntarily left school after completing grade 7 as he had to go to
work. Bourgon had many different jobs before enlisting into the army. He
mainly worked as a truck driver for C. Vachon & Sons in Ottawa in their
coal dealers business. He also had jobs as a taxi driver, a wood cutter,
and coremaking worker in a foundry. Edgar was a Roman Catholic.

Private Bourgon enlisted into the Canadian army on March 23, 1944.
According to his military records, he was described as standing five foot
two inches, weighing 129 pounds and having blue eyes with light brown
hair. His personnel assessment report stated that he liked playing sports
and had excellent stamina. He was described as to be assertive, self-
confident, alert, and had a good attitude about being in the army.

He attended the training courses at the Canadian Infantry Training Centre
in Farnham, Quebec. After performing well in training, he went into the
Candian Infantry Reinforcement Unit (Rifle Division). He reported for duty
on October 21st, 1944. According to his elementary training records, he
could handle rifles and two-inch mortars skillfully and knew how to use
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them effectively. He was very fast and confident with Bren machine guns.
In common training, he excelled at physical training, marching,
fundamental training, and cooking in the field. Edgar was described as
having a good insight and was familiar with most of the other training
fields such as grenades, application of fire, booby traps, etc. He had a
proficient sense of the Projector Infantry Anti-Tank (PIAT) as well.

Private Bourgon left Canada on October 13, 1944 arriving in the United
Kingdom On November 23, 1944, he was sent to Northwestern Europe.
On December 4, he was transferred to the Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry
Highlanders regiment.

Attacked by German troops on February 11, 1945, his regiment came
under heavy fire. Private Edgar Bourgon died of wounds from an enemy
machine gun. In a February 17, letter, his commander, Major J.W. Braden
wrote home to his mother, Blanche Bourgon to tell her how her son had
died on the battlefield near Cleve, Germany.
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Major Braden wrote that “At the time it happened, my company was
attacking a small village, "Rendurne”, on the northern end of the Siegfried
line, we had had a very tough go that afternoon. But we were still pushing
forward and by two oclock in the morning of 10 of Feb we had broken
through the heaviest defences and into this small village. Rendurne,
where only a few Germans were left. Those that were left were trying to
get away and some by means of a motor vehicle tried to shoot their way
out of us, this was when your son got hit. The enemy were firing a
machine gun from this car and a burst hit Edgar. I was very close by at
the time and I can assure you there was no suffering whatsoever, which is

every soldier’s wish when his time does come. ....., but even though I



know it is of no condolence to you, some of Edgar’s pals made sure that
the German will fight no more.”

His letter also showed the high esteem his comrades felt towards “Shorty”
Bourgon when Major Brads stated “Even though “shorty” as we used to
call him, was only with us a short time, all the lads grew to know and like
him. He was always in high spirits and nothing was too much trouble for
him to do. I had become quite well acquainted with your son and I can
assure you that he did his duty to the fullest and was still doing so when
he paid the supreme sacrifice. "

Letter received by Mrs. Bourgon from the Chaplain, 16 September 1945:







Letter received by Mrs.Blanche Bourgon from Major J.W. Braden on February 17th, 1945.
J.W Braden was a Chief Administrative Officer (CAQO) of the Stormont Dundas and
Glengarry Highlanders (SD&G Highrs).







Translation in French.



According to a letter written by his commanding officer, Bourgon was in
the “"A” company which was following the “"C"” company through
Donsbruggen and the two companies pushed along the main road leading
to Rindern. The “"A” company had been ordered not to wait in Rindern but
to go straight through the main road. "A” company then went through all
houses in the street, clearing them of any enemies.

His initial burial location in February of 1945 was in Waldsschlossen on the
Nijmegan-Cleve Road near the German town of Cleve.
On February 21, 1946, his remains were reburied in the Groesbeek
Canadian War Cemetery, Netherlands, grave reference XX. F. 5.
His headstone is inscribed:
TOO DEARLY LOVED TO BE FORGOTTEN

MOTHER, DAD, AND FAMILY.

WE REMEMBER,

FACES TO GRAVES

Stichting Faces to Canadian
War Graves Groesbeek

Biography: Yazan Aldehim and Parinita Girish, students from All Saints
H.S, Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves, with courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz
teacher at All Saints H.S. Additional research and editing provided by Kurt
Johnson.
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The grave of Egar Bourgon - photo Alice van Bekkum.

In memory of
Pte. Ernest Joseph Edgar Bourgon
C 123700
Died on 11 February, 1945
Age 21

Son of Ernest and Blanche Bourgon,
of Ottawa, Ontario.

Remembered with honour,
Groesbeek
Canadian War Cemetery
Gelderland, Netherlands.
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