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John “Johnnie” Alexander Beers was born in Orillia in Central Ontario on 

July 11, 1921. His parents were Isabella Sheppard and John Beers Senior. 

Isabella was born in Birkenhead, Cheshire, England, and came to Canada in 

1914. John Beers Senior was born in New Lowell, Ottawa, Ontario. They 

were married on June 1, 1917, in Orillia, Ontario.  

 

The Beers family consisted of John and his three brothers and one sister: 

Joseph Elgin, Wilmot Angus, Garfield Truman, and Kathleen (Boyd). They 

belonged to the United Church. John Beers grew up in Gravenhurst, 

Ontario.  

 

According to his military documents, John stopped attending school in 

Grade 8. John then worked as a taxi driver, truck driver and bartender at 

the Central Hotel in South Porcupine.  The documents also said that he had 

2 years of farming experience and had started training as a butcher, but he 

stated that after the war he hoped to become a mechanic. 

John's older brother Joseph Elgin Beers and his younger brother Wilmot 

Angus Beers also served overseas in the Canadian infantry. 
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Private Beers enlisted on October 30, 1941, in Timmins in Northern Ontario 

and was taken on strength with The Algonquin Regiment. He had no military 

experience before enlisting.  

 

According to his military records, Private Beers stood five foot seven inches 

tall, and weighed 140 pounds. He had a fair complexion, light brown hair, 

and blue eyes. He had two ½ inch circular scars on his right hand.  

According to his family, Private Beers was funny and well-liked.  

 

For one-year, Private Beers served in Newfoundland from February 7, 1942, 

to February 8, 1943. The Algonquin Regiment was assigned protection duties 

at the Torbay airport and Cape Spears. He took the regiment’s weapons 

coaching course on March 6, March 26, and April 5 respectively to help train 

other soldiers to become more proficient on weapons such as rifles, 

submachine guns, and Bren guns.  

 

Private Beers left for the United Kingdom on June 11, 1943, and arrived on 

June 19. Private Beers was promoted to Lance Corporal on December 29, 

194,3 but he requested to revert to Private on October 23, 1944, which was 

granted on November 22 of that same year. Private Beers was sent into 

combat arriving with his regiment in France on July 26, 1944.  

 

His unit, the Algonquin Regiment, proceeded through France, Belgium and 

the Netherlands liberating many villages on their advance eastwards towards 

Germany. The 

regiment was 

stationed in the 

Netherlands near 

Waalwijk, starting in 

November 1944. In 

January, the 

regiment was 

involved in regular 

patrols along the 

Maas River as 

enemy forces were 

constantly engaging 

the Allied forces. 



3 
 

Map above from the book, Warpath: History of the Algonquin Regiment. 

 

Private Beers was killed in an enemy firefight across the Maas River on 

January 26, 1945.  According to the Algonquin Regimental diary, “Two more 

casualties occurred at 1500 hrs [hours] when Private Beers J and Private 

McKibbon J S, were hit by SA [small arms] fire. Privatete Beers, one of our 

old timers, was killed and Private McKibbon was hit in the shoulder and had 

to be evacuated.”  

 

Excerpt from February 10, 1945 entry in Algonquin War Diary 

 

Private John Alexander Beers was 23 years old when he died.  

 

He was temporarily buried at the temporary cemetery, north of the 

Groenendaal Cemetery at ’s-Hertogenbosch in the Netherlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

Groenendaal cemetery, now called Orthen Cemetery – photo courtesy Bob van Boekel 
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Private John Alexander Beers was moved and reburied in Groesbeek 

Canadian War cemetery, grave reference XVI. C. 10.    

 

 

The personal inscription on his gravestone reads: 

 
IN LIFE. LOVED AND HONORED; 

IN DEATH. REMEMBERED. 

MOM, DAD AND FAMILY 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Private Beers was awarded the: 

- 1939-45 Star 

- France & Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service 

Medal with Clasp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Private Beers’ name was memorialized on The Algonquin Regiment 

Monument, located on the Rotary Algonquin Regiment Fitness Trail in Parry 

Sound, Ontario. 
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Private Beers’ name was also memorialized in the Gravenhurst Cenotaph, 

on 275 Muskoka Road South. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article printed in the local 

newspaper written by Tom 

Brooks 
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Life story was written by A. Correia and M. Pegelo, students from All Saints 

H.S., Kanata, Canada for Faces to Graves courtesy of Vanessa Kirtz, 

teacher at All Saints H.S.  

Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson  

 

Sources: 

 Canadian Virtual Memorial 
 Library and Archives Canada 

 Project 44 
 Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 Gravenhurst Archives volunteer Barry Brock provided a photo and 

information about Private Beers 

 Lest We Forget 

 Some information regarding Private Beers was provided by his niece, Susie 

Beers. 

 

 

 

* If you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2662638?John%20Beers
https://map.project44.ca/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/2662638/john-alexander-beers/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/2662638/john-alexander-beers/
http://lestweforget1945.org/FotoOverzicht/Zoeken/Beers_Ja/
mailto:info@facestograves.nl

