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Harry Henry Alfred Barnett was born in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada on 

Wednesday December 8, 1920. His father and mother’s names are 

unknown as well as the death and names of any brothers or sisters he 

may have had. He lived with his guardian George Hayward at 121 

Prospect Street in Sherbrooke, Quebec. He belonged to the Church of 

England. As his next of kin Mrs Violet Baker (aunt), Glenfarg, No. 7, 

Lansdown Road, Sidcup, Kent, England was mentioned. 

Until the age of 16, he attended school, the last three years of which were  

High School. In 1939 he started working as a lathe worker where he made 

jewelry for Canadian Sturdy Chain Company. Making jewelry was a 

precision job and required the use of optimum materials. He had 

grey/blue eyes and fair hair, weighed 136 pounds and was 5 ft 8.5 inches 

tall. Harry Henry Alfred loved to go swimming and skiing. In 1939 he 

suffered from appendicitis, which he was operated on and which left him 

with a scar.  

On July 29, 1940 Harry Henry Alfred Barnett signed up in Sherbrooke, 

Quebec, with the Sherbrooke Fuseliers, Canadian Active Service Force. 

Here his military career started and 

where he had his Basic Training.                  
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After the war he wanted to return to his employer to 

make jewelry again. He also had the ambition to become 

a commercial pilot. He indicated that his preference was 

to join the Royal Canadian Airforce. The recruitment 

officer found him a clever young man who might be 

suitable to serve with this unit.  

From September 21 until September 26, 1940 he stayed 

in the sick bay, returned to his regiment for further training, and on 

August 14, 1941 he went to Newfoundland for surveillance missions, 

where he stayed in Saint John’s until February 11, 1942. At the outbreak 

of the war, there was no effective defence force in  Newfoundland. They 

had hardly any troops, there were no cannons, no fortifications, and the 

government did not have the means to supply them. England was not able 

to provide a lot of help. After a period of uncertainty it became clear that 

the defence of Newfoundland was a North-American responsibility, 

whereby Canada took the lead. On his return from Newfoundland he was 

assigned to Headquarters 4th Canadian Army Division in Camp Debert as a 

Private on March 4, a few days later followed by two weeks’ leave from 

March 9 until March 22, 1942.  

Harry Henry Alfred Barnett had a training as a Driver I.C. III(W), with the   

4th Canadian Army Division Headquarters, which he passed successfully on 

July 28, 1942 in the rank of Trooper. The following month, on August 21, 

1942 he went overseas to England, where he set foot ashore on August 

27. In England he continued being a Driver with the 4th Canadian Army 

Division Headquarters. On March 14, 1943 he was assigned to  

Headquarters 2 Canadian Corps, after which he served almost a year in 

Italy with the 1st Canadian Public Relations Detachment from June 30, 

1943 until April 10, 1944. Back in England he took a course as a cinema 

photographer between April 26, 1944 and May 31, 1944, thus reaching a 

skills level equal to the level that was required to pass the Army Trades 

Test Photographer (Cine) Group ‘B’. He was then assigned to the 1st 

Canadian Film & Photo Section on April 28, 1944, in the rank of  

A/Corporal.  

The Canadian Army Film and Photo Unit was part of 

the Canadian Army Public Relations Branch. The unit 

was developed in response to the Government’s 

desire to document Canada’s military involvement in 

the war, which could be used to promote Canada, 

both at home and abroad.   
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The production of these newsreels also served to train and inform the 

troops, the added benefit of which was that morale was increased and an 

insight was given into other Canadian soldiers’ 

experiences.  The newsreels were meant to be 

seen by soldiers and they were not made 

public. Particular footage, however, was 

adapted to publicly released newsreels, 

produced by the National Film Board.  

 

On July 19, 1944 Harry Henry Alfred Barnett went from England to north-

western Europe in order to document the 

Allied advance. He mainly used the 35mm 

Bell & Howell film camera and the Super 

Ikonta 530/16 or 532/16. Via France and 

Belgium he arrived in the Netherlands and 

was promoted to Sergeant on September 30, 

1944. The Allied advance had in the 

meantime crossed the Rhine in Germany as 

a result of among other things Operation Veritable. On November 15, 

1944 he was qualified as a Photographer (Cine) Group ‘A’. 

Harry Henry Alfred Barnett was given the permanent assignment of taking 

aerial photographs of combat zones, if necessary, and, if possible, of 

arranging flights in Taylorcraft Auster aircraft. In order to do so, he left 

press camp Materhorn on March 11, 1945 at approx. 13.30 hours to make 

a flight with the English Captain Clifford Leslie Curtis-Willson, Air 

Observation Pilot of ‘C’ Flight, 660 Air Observation Pilot Squadron, over 

the Rhine area.                                                    

Taylorcraft Auster aircraft                   

Source : Wikipedia  

At 22.30 hours a driver of a jeep, 

who had gone to the landing strip in 

order to wait for Sergeant Barnett on 

his return, reported to Captain Fraser 

that the agents on the landing strip 

said that the Taylorcraft Auster had 

been shot down. Captain Willson got 

wounded, but was still alive and was moved to the 3rd Canadian Casualty 

Clearing Station. He died of his wounds in the morning of March 12 at the 

age of 26. Sergeant Barnett was assumed to be dead.  
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Early in the morning of March 12 Captain Fraser set out to gather more 

information. Ultimately, he found the plane wreck at approx. 5,000 metres 

west of Xanten in Germany. Sergeant Barnett’s body had been removed 

from the plane and put on the ground. His pockets were searched and the 

only thing that was found was a small knife.  

A conversation with a shooter, who had witnessed the action, and  

examination of the plane revealed that it had been attacked from above 

and behind by a Messerschmitt BF 109. The plane got severely damaged 

and crashed in a field. Sergeant Barnett had been shot from above 

through his right shoulder and back and in both hands. He must have died 

instantly on March 11, 1945. 

His camera was slightly damaged, but repairable. A 30-metre exposed film 

was found and sent to C.M.H.Q. in order to be processed. It is known that 

he had taken more materials with him, but these were missing.  

Captain Clifford Leslie Curtis-Willson was buried in Bedburg and reburied 

after the war on August 29, 1945 at the Groesbeek Canadian War 

Cemetery, grave reference VI. B. 5. 

 

Harry Henry Alfred Barnett’s body was buried at the Canadian Cemetery 

near Xanten in the afternoon of March 12.  Captain Browne, the Chaplain 

of the Headquarters Administration Group 4 Canadian Division, conducted 

the funeral service. 

 

After the war, on August 14, 1945, he 

was reburied at the Groesbeek 

Canadian War Cemetery, grave 

reference II. G. 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source :  http://lestweforget1945.org/ 
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Harry Henry Alfred Barnett’s medals :  

- 1939-1945 Star 

- Italy Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 1939-1945 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp 

 

 

 

Life story: Gijs Krist - Research Team Faces To Graves 

 

Sources: 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Library and Archives Canada 

https://canadianfilmandphotounit.ca/ 

Dale Gervais 

 

 

https://canadianfilmandphotounit.ca/
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* If you have a photograph of this soldier or any additional information, 

please contact info@facestograves.nl  

 

 

 

mailto:info@facestograves.nl


7 
 

 

Source : https://canadianfilmandphotounit.ca/  
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Documenten over het adopteren van het graf van Harry Henry Alfred Barnett. 
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