Barker, Dennis Matthew
Corporal

Leicestershire Regiment
1st Battalion

4863551

Dennis Matthew Barker was born on the 4t of Februari, 1920 in Leicester,
Leicestershire, England. He was the son of George and Lilian Barker-
Matthews.
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Birth Register Dennis 1920
As a young man Dennis worked as a sales person in a shoes- and
bootsshop in Leicester.

On the 24t of June, 1940, Dennis was twenty years old at the time, he
enlisted in the army. His registration nhumber shows that he was
immediately placed with the Leicestershire Regiment.

In October of 1941, Dennis married Kathleen Mattock Potter in Leicester.
Kathleen was born on the 4t of May, 1921 in Leicester. Her parents were
John E. Mattock and Grace Margery Potter.

Kathleen worked in stockings factory Hosiery in Leicester. They lived on
145 Charnwood Street in Leicester. In September 1944 their daughter
Regina M. Barker was born.
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Birth Register Regina 1944

After the war, in July 1948, when Kathleen was 27 years old, she
remarried Robert J. Horton, in Leicester, England. Her daughter Regina
also got his last name, Horton. Kathleen and Robert had three more

children together. On the 6" of December, 1994, Kathleen died at age 73
in Leicester.

On the 3™ of July, 1944, Dennis and the first battalion of the
Leicestershire Regiment left for north eastern Europe to fight in WW2.

In August of 1944, Dennis was injured and returned to England on sick
leave. He only rejoined his battalion in January 1945. On the 25% of
March, 1945, Dennis was injured again during the battles in the area of
Nijmegen. Sadly, his injuries were lethal this time, because on the 26t of
March, 1945 Dennis Barker died as a result of his injuries.
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Corporal Dennis Barker was temporarily burried in Nijmegen and he was
later reburried at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, grave VI. C. 5.
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Life story: Marian Straatman, Research Team Faces to Graves.

Sources:
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Candle Evening December 24th 2018.
Photo: Diana Venis-Kerkhoven.
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