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Asselin, Joseph Robert Royal 

Captain 

Les Fusiliers Mont-Royal 

Royal Canadian Infantry Corps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Robert (Bob) Royal Asselin was born in Ottawa, Ontario, on May 
19, 1919.  He was the son of J. Ferdinand and Dona Asselin, of 118 

Charlotte Street, Ottawa, Ontario.  He had three sisters, Constance, 
Jacqueline and Pierrette and a brother Laurent who died in an accident 

when he was 4 years old.   
 

Bob attended the Brebeuf school and was a member of the 1939 senior 

city Champions Lacrosse team. He then attended the University of Ottawa 
where he completed his Bachelor of Arts degree. At university, he played 

rugby and hockey.  While at the University, he was part of the Canadian 
Officers Training Corps. He was fluent in both English and French and was 

a member of the Roman Catholic Church.   
 

 

According to his military documents, when he enlisted he was five feet 
and six and a half inches tall, weighed 138 pounds, had blue eyes and 

black hair.   When he enlisted he was working for A.J. Freemen limited, 
where his father worked, as an office clerk for four months.  It was stated 

on his Occupational History form that he had worked for two months doing 
mixed farming in Quebec and that he wished to remain in the military 

after the war.  
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Joseph Robert Royal Asselin enlisted in the 
military on November 6, 1941 in Ottawa, 

Ontario with Le Regiment de Hull as a Second 
Lieutenant.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

From Ottawa, he was sent to the Brockville Officer’s Training Centre and 
then to the Advance Training Centre in Farnham,Quebec where he was 

promoted to Lieutenant.   
 

In March of 1942, he was sent to Valcartier to join the Regiment de 
Hull.  In June of 1942 he was assigned to Le Regiment de Hull when he 

was sent to British Columbia. 
 

While in British Columbia,  he was stationed in Nanaimo, Otter Point and 
Colwood.  On June 23, 1943 he was sent to Fort Ord in the United States. 

He was then appointed as an acting Captain.  On July 12, 1943 Captain 
Asselin left for Kisksa, Alaska as part of the Kiska force until January 18, 

1944. 
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< Here you’ll find Capt. Robert Asselin 
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Acting Captain Asselin then travelled to Debert, Nova Scotia on May 19, 

1944 and left for Europe on May 26, 1944. He arrived in the United 
Kingdom on June second, 1944. In September, he was promoted to 

Captain.  On September 28, he left for France from the United 

Kingdom.  On November 5, 1944 he was transferred to the Les Fusiliers 
Mont-Royal regiment. 

Captain Joseph Robert Royal Asselin was killed on February 25, 1945 at 
the age of 25.  The senior officers of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal Regiment 

conducted an official inquiry into his death. The board determined that 
while on duty at 1:25 pm, Captain Asselin was accidentally killed when a 

Private was cleaning his Bren gun and the officer was killed instantly.   
 

He was initially buried in a temporary military cemetery at Bedburg, 

Germany.  He was then later moved to Groesbeek Canadian War 
Cemetery where his headstone can be found at X. G. 10.  

 
 

Inscribed on his headstone are the 
words: 

 

ICI REPOSE LE FILS  

DE FERDINAND ET DONA ASSELIN,  

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capt. Robert Asselin was awarded the: 

 
- 1939-45 Star 

- France and Germany Star 
- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with 
Clasp       
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Life story written by Vanessa Kirtz, teacher at All Saints H.S. in Kanata, 
Ontario. 

Additional research and editing provided by Kurt Johnson. 
 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please 

contact info@facestograves.nl 

Sources: 
 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Library and Archives Canada 
Veterans Affairs Canada 

The Canadian War Museum article 
Pictures and letters provided by Melissa Bellingham, great niece of Bob Asselin 

Newspaper article from the Ottawa Citizen and Ottawa Journal 
Photo of headstone taken by Des Philippet 

mailto:info@facestograves.nl
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A touching biography written by his sister, Pierrette Asselin LeBrun: 
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